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oath: so had his holy predecessor Gregory the Great
required of Maximus of Salona. Guido struggled in the
toils, again he requested delay: the Pope, content with
his humiliation, granted it on condition that in the next
spring he should appear to answer before a council at
Rome. The other charges were allowed to fall from
want of proof. But the bishops escaped not so easily.
Hugo of Langres was arraigned not only for simony, but
for murder, whoredom, and unnatural crimes. Witnesses
were at hand to prove these monstrous wickednesses.
The bishop confessed the simony, but repelled the other
accusations; the examination of these charges therefore
was postponed till the next sitting of the council. Before
that sitting Hugo of Langres had fled; he was solemnly
cited; he was sought for in his lodgings in due legal
form by the Bishops of Senlis and Angers; he was de-
posed and anathematised as guilty of contumacy. Hugo
of Severs acknowledged that his father had given a
large sum of money to purchase his bishopric. Since
that time he could condemn himself for no offence, yet
he dreaded God's wrath, and was prepared to lay down,
he did actually lay down, his pastoral staff at the feet of
the Pope. The Pope was content with his oath, that at
the time he knew nothing of the simony, and restored
his staff. Godfrey of Coutances confessed that his
brother had, without his knowledge, bought him his
bishopric. As soon as he knew the fact, he had en-
deavoured to fly; the people had brought him back by
force. The council on his oath pronounced him inno-
cent. Bishop Pudicus of Nantes confessed that his
father, who had been Bishop of Nantes before him, had *
secured him the succession by bribery; he admitted
that by the same ungodly means he had obtained the
ordination after his father's death. He was deposed,